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John Aylward

Daedalus. 2016. 9'20".

For bass/alto flute, clarinet/bass clarinet, violin and cello.

Daedalus was commissioned by the The City of Tomorrow as part of their

series on nature, the mechanical and the apocalyptic. I was tasked with the project

of composing a piece that would comment on the human's struggle with the machine,
technology and industry. For me, Ovid's stories of Daedalus fit perfectly with this theme
as both inspiration and cautionary tale. I later reimagined the work for flute, clarinet,
violin and cello: an instrumentation that would allow the work to pair with another recent
piece, Mercury, which is also based on Ovid's Metamorphoses.

In Daedalus, the quartet is tasked with imagining these liminal zones of human and
psychological discovery by playing a range of techniques that are analogs to the natural and
the mechanical. Interestingly, it is in the midst of what we might think to be the most
mechanical sounds that we most clearly hear human expression.

Performance Notes:

All un-pitched effects are annotated within the score.
Sound production for un-pitched effects is intended to
vary along with the interpretation of the work.

Tempo markings are somewhat flexible.

Accidentals and microtonal indications are used in the
traditional manner.

Some courtesy accidentals are used for clarity.
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moving more rapidly, always fluid
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Somewhat mechanical, still fluid
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Warmer, more flexible, somewbhat slower
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Gaining Intensity

a tempo
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Light, buoyant
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